《Morgan’s Exposition on the Whole Bible – Jude》(Campbell Morgan)
Commentator

Morgan was born on a farm in Tetbury, England, the son of Welshman George Morgan, a strict Plymouth Brethren who resigned and became a Baptist minister, and Elizabeth Fawn Brittan. He was very sickly as a child, could not attend school, and so was tutored.[1] When Campbell was 10 years old, D. L. Moody came to England for the first time, and the effect of his ministry, combined with the dedication of his parents, made such an impression on young Morgan that at the age of 13 he preached his first sermon. Two years later he was preaching regularly in country chapels during his Sundays and holidays.

In 1883 he was teaching in Birmingham, but in 1886, at the age of 23, he left the teaching profession and devoted himself to preaching and Bible exposition. He was ordained to the Congregational ministry in 1890. He had no formal training for the ministry, but his devotion to studying of the Bible made him one of the leading Bible teachers in his day. His reputation as preacher and Bible expositor grew throughout Britain and spread to the United States.

In 1896 D. L. Moody invited him to lecture to the students at the Moody Bible Institute. This was the first of his 54 crossings of the Atlantic to preach and teach. After the death of Moody in 1899 Morgan assumed the position of director of the Northfield Bible Conference. He was ordained by the Congregationalists in London, and given a Doctor of Divinity degree by the Chicago Theological Seminary in 1902.[1] After five successful years in this capacity, he returned to England in 1904 and became pastor of Westminster Chapel in London. During two years of this ministry he was President of Cheshunt College in Cambridge.[2] His preaching and weekly Friday night Bible classes were attended by thousands. In 1910 Morgan contributed an essay entitled The Purposes of the Incarnation to the first volume of The Fundamentals, 90 essays which are widely considered to be the foundation of the modern Fundamentalist movement. Leaving Westminster Chapel in 1919, he once again returned to the United States, where he conducted an itinerant preaching/teaching ministry for 14 years. Finally, in 1933, he returned to England, where he again became pastor of Westminster Chapel and remained there until his retirement in 1943. He was instrumental in bringing Martyn Lloyd-Jones to Westminster in 1939 to share the pulpit and become his successor. Morgan was a friend of F. B. Meyer, Charles Spurgeon, and many other great preachers of his day.[1]
Morgan died on 16 May 1945, at the age of 81.
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The subject of this epistle is apostasy. Apostasy is shown to be wilful return to ungodliness. Two classes are dealt with: those who "kept not," and are therefore "kept"; and those who "keep themselves," and are "kept from stumbling."

The faith was in peril, and Jude wrote urging that they should contend earnestly for the faith. The faith for which he pleaded was a life of loyalty to the Lord. The danger was created by the presence and influence of certain men who were making the grace of God an occasion for lasciviousness.

Three illustrations were given of the evil results of apostasy, those of Israel, angels, and the cities of the plain. The fundamental wrong of the men referred to was insubordination: they were "setting at nought dominion, and railing at dignitaries." The influence of such men is like that of Cain, hatred and murder; of Balaam, seduction and lying; of Korah, envy and rebellion. In a passage full of fiery force, Jude denounced the evil of these ungodly men.

The subject of the h e attitude of believers in face of all these perils is dealt with. First, there is to be recognition of the danger. It has two distinguishing marks. The first is that their influence is that "they make separations," and the second is that their temper is sensual, not spiritual. In the presence of these perils it is important that believers should "keep yourselves in the love of God." This is to be done by building on faith, praying in the Spirit, and looking for mercy.

There is a relative duty. "On some have mercy," that is, those in doubt. "Some save," that is, probably, such as had been snared. These are to be snatched from the fire. "On some have mercy with fear," refers possibly to the Libertines themselves.

The epistle closes with a glorious doxology which ascribes to God the Saviour all honor for that He is able to accomplish the salvation of His trusting ones in two ways, which are all-inclusive: as to continuity, "able to guard you from stumbling"; and as to consummation, "to set you before the presence of His glory."

